Curdridge Parish Council Cemetery Rules & Regulations

Adopted 19" December 2024

These rules apply to Curdridge Cemetery and are in addition to the provisions within the
Local Authorities Cemeteries Order 1977. The Council reserves the right to amend
these rules and regulations its discretion.

Definitions:

The Cemetery: The burial ground owned by Curdridge Parish Council known as
Curdridge Cemetery. The burial ground is consecrated ground.

The Council: Curdridge Parish Council
The Clerk: The person responsible for cemetery administration.

Grave: An excavated burial plot maximum 9’ x 4’ (2,700 x 1,200 mm), numbered
as per the Cemetery plan, each grave may contain two interments of members of
the same family and may be reopened for the interment of ashes.

Cremation Plot: A smaller plot maximum 2’ x 2’ (600 x 600 mm) for interring a
maximum of four caskets of ashes, also numbered in the plan

Exclusive Right of Burial (EroB): The purchase of a space with the right to bury
a body or ashes in a specific plot for 30 years, with the option for renewal. This
also includes the right to erect a memorial.

Inhabitant: To qualify for a burial plot:

The individual must have been a resident of the civil parish of Curdridge at time
of death and for at least the five years immediately preceding their death.

If the individual died in a care facility (within or outside the civil parish of
Curdridge), they must have been a resident of the civil parish of Curdridge for at
least five of the seven years immediately preceding their death.

Owner: The person who holds the Exclusive Rights of Burial (ERoB) for a grave
or cremation plot and is responsible for keeping the space adequately
maintained.

Conditions:

1.

Eligibility for burial: Only inhabitants of the civil parish Curdridge qualify for a
burial or cremation plot.

2. Fees and charges: All fees are set annually and must be paid in advance.
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Funeral arrangements: Times must be coordinated between the Funeral
Director and the Clerk. Notice to the Clerk of at least three working days must be
given for a burial.

Certificate of Disposal or Coroners Order: A legal certificate must be provided
to the Clerk prior to a burial.

Grave allocation: Graves and cremation plots are allocated in sequence and the
decision of the Clerk is final.

Exclusive Right of Burial: Evidence of rights must be provided prior to a burial
or reopening of a grave. If the owner has died and is to be buried, the executor
may apply. In other circumstances it will be necessary to officially transfer the
ownership of the rights prior to making a request for burial.

Digging graves: The appointed grave digger must be approved by the Clerk to
ensure graves are dug in accordance with good practice. Insurance details,
method statements and risk assessments must be provided to the Clerk prior to
entering the cemetery. As a minimum proper shoring, digging to double depth
(2,000mm) where ground conditions allow and use of track mats will be
expected. Graves must be levelled after 12 months. All surplus spoil must be
removed from the cemetery.

Interment of ashes: The appointed plot digger must be approved by the Clerk to
ensure plots are dug in accordance with good practice.

Disease-related deaths: Individuals that have died from infectious diseases
must go directly to the grave.

10. Turf, trees, shrubs and flowers: The cemetery is managed to maximise

11.

biodiversity and adjoins a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC). To
protect the native flora no imported turf, seeds or plants may be added to a grave
or cremation plot space. The use of pesticides and herbicides is not permitted.

Personal adornments: Floral tributes should be removed once spent. No grave
enclosures, railings, unusual (such as balloons, glass, or lit candles) or
potentially hazardous decorations are permitted; the Council may remove
unauthorised items without prior notice.

12.Grave reservations: No reservations are allowed for future burials, except for

historically pre-agreed and paid plots.

13.Final decision: The Council’s decisions on any issues are final.

20of 4

CPC Cemetery rules and regulations December 2024



Terms and conditions for memorials and work on existing memorials at Curdridge
Cemetery

1. Permit required:

The installation of a memorial or any work on existing memorials may only be carried
out with permission from the Council and written consent from the holder of the
Exclusive Right of Burial (ERoB)

The Council must be notified before any memorial is installed and the timing of the
work agreed with the Clerk.

2. Responsibility for memorials

Memorials are the sole responsibility of the holder of the ERoB. The holder is
responsible for the maintenance and safety of the memorial and is advised to obtain
appropriate insurance to protect the memorial from unforeseen circumstances.

If a memorial becomes unsafe the Council reserves the right to remove it without
prior notice. The holder of the ERoB will be advised wherever possible.

3. Qualified masons:

All new memorials and maintenance work must be carried out by qualified masons
approved by the Council. Insurance details, method statements and risk
assessments must be provided to the Clerk prior to installation.

Masons must make good any damage caused to the ground or memorials during the
installation. All surplus spoil must be removed from the cemetery.

4. Material and design:
Headstone memorials of appropriate natural or reconstituted stone are permitted.

Maximum memorial finished dimensions permitted: height: 1,000 mm, width: 700
mm, length: 600 mm.

A sketch with details of the proposed stone, dimensions and inscriptions to the front
and back of the memorial must be submitted to the Council for approval.

The back of each memorial must have the plot number clearly marked; the memorial
mason may also include the company name.
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Whilst existing graves may have larger/additional memorials/kerb edging this is
historical and is not considered to have set a precedent for new memorials

Timber crosses not exceeding 900 x 300 mm may be placed temporarily to mark a
grave whilst waiting for the ground to settle for a permanent memorial. This typically
takes 12 months.

A vase or urn can replace a headstone but must be placed at the head of the grave.

Memorials must comply with BS8415 and relevant standards. Masons must be
licensed through BRAMM / RQMF or equivalent.
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