Report to Curdridge Parish Council — Thursday, 14t March 2024
from Winchester City Councillors Anne Small, Vivian Achwal and
Sudhakar Achwal

Winchester City Council Update:

Council approves budget for 2024/2025

Councillors approved a balanced budget for Winchester City Council at a council
meeting on 22 February.

The approved budget reflects continued investment in the Council Plan priorities, a
below inflation increase in council tax and plans to improve online access for
customers as part of a wider transformation programme.

Highlights within the agreed budget include:

e A below inflation rise in Council Tax for city council services (an increase of
£4.07 per year for a Band D property, or 2.6%.)

e Investment in the council plan priority of ‘Greener Faster’ - expanding
recycling and food waste collections and reducing carbon emissions in the
waste vehicle fleet.

e Recognising the ongoing cost of living pressures for residents, budget has
been set aside for a council tax support fund and the extension of the
exceptional hardship fund.

¢ Investment in the Council Plan priority of Homes for All, providing additional
support for the council’s homelessness prevention strategy and reducing the
time after which an empty home will be liable to 100% council tax.

£60,000 grant for homelessness charity will help boost homelessness support
in Winchester district.

Homelessness services in Winchester are set to receive a boost following the
approval of a £60,000 grant for Winchester-based homelessness charity Trinity.

The funding, provided by Winchester City Council as part of its Homelessness
Prevention Grant allocation, was agreed at a cabinet meeting on Monday 5
February.

The grant will support Trinity to employ a new Housing Manager and continue the
employment of a Move-On Development Coach, enabling the charity to better
respond to homelessness in the district.

The funding will help the organisation to address homelessness and vulnerability
through specialist practical and emotional support, proactive prevention and
empowering positive change.



Tenants and Council Together meeting

The next TACT (Tenants and Council Together) meeting will take place onThursday
14" March 2024, 2.30pm to 4.30pm. At The Nutshell, Kings Walk, Winchester
SO23 8AF.

The TACT committee would like to invite all elected members to attend.
Please could attendance be confirmed by Tuesday 12" March 2024 by email
to tenantinvolvement@winchester.gov.uk or 0800 716 987.

Lucy Spence, Tenant Involvement Officer, 01962 848 227

Creativity and Culture across Winchester District

Council would like to understand what residents in Winchester think about creativity
and culture across the district. What do those words mean to individuals, what
activities do they take part in and how do they enjoy spending their time?

Your views will help inform council’s approach to the development of a Winchester
district Cultural Strategy which will bring partners together to make the most of what
the district has to offer. Please complete the online survey.

Online Survey

Make the switch to e-billing

Do you usually receive your council tax bill by post? Why not switch to e-billing to
help us save paper and be automatically entered into our prize draw for your chance
to win an iPad!

We're encouraging everyone who has access to email to choose to receive their bill
by email. It saves paper and is better for the environment.

It's simple to switch - you can do it on our website (scroll to paperless billing)

Digital Inclusion project

Please find below, information regarding free digital drop-in sessions for residents.

Are you struggling with your tablet/ laptop/ smart phone? Need some one-on-one IT
support? Introducing our FREE Digital Drop-In Sessions where you can access
expert assistance for all your tech-related questions and challenges.

Every second Tuesday of the Month 10.00am — 12.pm at King Harold Court,
Residents Lounge, Christchurch Street, Winchester, SO23 9SA

For any enquiries, feel free to reach out:

Charlotte Bailey, Wellbeing and Inclusion Officer cbailey@winchester.gov.uk
01962 848 267 / 07831 697 493

Don't let tech troubles hold you back any longer. Mark your calendar, and we look
forward to seeing you at our next Digital Drop-In Session!
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Rural England Prosperity Fund

If you're a rural business or organisation in the Winchester District, you could be
eligible for funding!

The Rural England Prosperity Fund is now open for applications and can support
businesses that want to make an investment in tangible assets, such as equipment
or improvements to their premises. Businesses can also apply for items that will help
them to expand production, diversify or be more sustainable. Projects such as
refurbishment of old farm buildings for tourism, or as a co-working space, could also
be eligible.

Some of the projects that have already been supported include larger capacity
roasting equipment for a coffee business, barn construction, a shepherd’s hut,
signage and energy-saving measures such as solar panelling and ground source
heat pumps.

The deadline for applications is Friday 17 May 2024.

For more information about the funding, including priority areas for investment,
timing and other considerations, click here.

Any business with a project they want to discuss can contact our Economy team
at: prosperity@winchester.gov.uk for advice and information on how to apply.

Curdridge Update:

Potholes
Potholes on Botley Roads near Pinkmead farm have been reported again.
Councillors are following up with HCC.

Silverlake

Silverlake have started a public consultation for the proposed expansion at their site
on Botley Road between villages of Shedfield and Curdridge. Residents can find
more information about the proposal using following link
www.silverlakeconsultation.co.uk

Road Signs
Knocked down road signs at the crossing of Outlands Lane and Reading Lane have
been reported.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us should you need any further details or have any

issues that need following up.

Councillors Anne Small, Vivian Achwal and Sudhakar Achwal
Tuesday, 12" March 2024.
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